
On January 26 1788 Captain Arthur Phillip took formal 
possession of the colony of New South Wales and 
raised the British �ag in Sydney Cove. In the early 1880s, 
this day was known as ‘First Landing’, ‘Anniversary Day’ 
or ‘Foundation Day’. In 1946 the Commonwealth and 
state governments agreed to unify the celebration and 
call it ‘Australia Day’. The day became a public holiday in 
1818 and since 1994 has been celebrated.
However, many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
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